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by the king of Khwarizm, he made war against Altamsh,
but was defeated and made prisoner.
At this time the famous Ghengiz Khan, with the united
hordes of Tartary, Invaded Khwarizrn. laid waste the
country, and either slew or enslaved its inhabitants. The
Sultan fled to an island in the Caspian j his son opposed
the Mughals to the banks of the Indus, and then sought
the help of Altamsh. The Mughals, having approached
the confines of Irjclia, pursued the prince of Khwarizm
into Sindh. and the aggressors were unsuccessfully re-
sisted by Nasir-ud-din, another Turkish slave of Mu-
hammad Ghori, who had become independent at Multan.
Nasir-ud-dfn soon after was defeated by Altamsh, and
Sindh for the first time, in 1225. was permanently subjected
to Muhammadan rule. To the crown of Delhi were soon
added Behar and Bengal, the Muhammadan prince who
governed these provinces having claimed to be an in-
dependent sovereign.
Altamsh next (1226) reduced all Malwa, the country
around the Vindhya mountains, to obedience, after which
all Hindustan proper was subject to the throne of Delhi,
ihough the native princes or Muhammadan deputies were
more or less dependent or independent according as the
character of king and of prince or deputy varied. Like
Mahmud of Ghazni, AHamsh was a great iconoclast, and
he destroyed the vast temple of Kali in Ujain, and
broke its idols before the door of the mosque at Delhi.
This ab'e and enterprising prince was succeeded in
1236 by a worthless son, Rukn-ud-din, who was speedily
deposed by -Jie chief nobles of the court, who placed upon
the throne the eldest daughter of the late king. Sultan
Raziya Begum, of whom the historian Ferishta says, that
those who scrutinise her actions most severely will find
in her no fault but that she was a woman. Her father
had remarked that, though a woman, she had a man's